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One of the scriptures 

that has informed my 

spiritual journey is 

Jeremiah 29:11 -14:  

òFor I know the plans I 

have for you,ó declares 

the Lord, òplans to pros-

per you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.  

Then you will call upon 

me and come and pray 

to me, and I will listen 

to you.  You will seek me 

and find me when you 

seek me with all your 

heart.  I will be found 

by you,ó declares the 

Lord, òand will bring 

you back from captiv-

ity.ó 

 

Whenever those scrip-

tures resonate in my 

spirit it is always fol-

lowed by a spiritual 

breakthrough that only 

God can orchestrate.  I 

donõt know about you 

but I feel a stirring in 

my spirit.  My life ex-

perience has often re-

vealed that when this 

stirring shows up, God 

is up to something so 

big that unless God in-

tervenes its bound to 

fail.  

 

These God-Sized stir-

rings are often The 

Holy Spirit getting us 

ready for a challenge, 

an opportunity, or an 

invitation to move be-

yond the status quo and 

launch into something 

only God can guide us 

through.  Our response 

to these stirrings is to 

pray, seek Godõs heart, 

read scripture and be 

still and listen ð listen 

not just with our ears 

but with our heart.  

 

As we mature spiritu-

ally, we become more 

and more sensitive to 

these seasons of prepa-

ration.  What may look 

like inactivity to one 

person is cultivation to 

another person.  Much 

like a field appears to 

be barren before the 

ground is broken when 

new growth springs 

from the ground; so our 

lives can appear 

òordinaryó and then ð a 

breakthrough occurs.  

 

As I close, I share with 

you the words stirring 

in my spirit.  We are 

heirs according to a 

promise.  As we move 

into a season of gener-

osity God has planted, 

in anticipation of our 

response, a generous 

reward.  The promise 

will be fulfilled in the 

miracles that we will 

witness in response to 

our faith and obedience.  

Can you hear Godõs 

spirit calling you to re-

lease your very best so 

that God can return 

Godõs very best, so that 

our community can re-

ceive in response Godõs 

favor and love? 

 

Living In A Spirit of 

Anticipation,  

 

Pastor Rod 
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L A Y 

L E A

DERõ

S 

C O R

NER 

The days are moving so 

swiftly.  Minister Deb-

orah Johnson is now be-

ginning her plans for Va-

cation Bible School.  

There will be a need for 

many, many volunteers.  

So, please go to her and 

let her know that you 

want to volunteer some 

of your time.  Remember, 

we are the hands, eyes, 

feet and voice for Jesus.  

Be sure you are counted 

among those who are 

lending a hand.  Bless 

you!! 

Donõt forget to purchase 

a Share Package.  A do-

nation given to a friend 

in need, TCRC or for 

yourself is a bargain, in-

deed.  So please help this 

ministry to bless others.  

There is a plea going out 

for members to become 

actively involved in a 

ministry, if you have not 

joined one yet.  Sisters 

and brothers, there is a 

lot of work to be done.   

We need all members of 

the church to find where 

youõd like to join and get 

busy. There is plenty of 

work in the vineyard.  

Donõt be shy.  God needs 

you!! 

Please remember our 

sick and shut -in. A 

phone call, card or visit 

will certainly make the 

day brighter for one who 

is confined.  

Are you inviting some-

one to church with you?  

As disciples of Christ, we 

must go out and bring 

those on the outside in-

side.  Just try to bring 

someone to church with 

you. 

Stay tuned and watch 

out for  the Women in 

White  Worship and 

Pledge service on May 

16th.  You are invited to 

be in attendance to learn 

some history about St. 

Paul United Methodist 

Church.  There will be a 

seat waiting just for you.  

Will you join us??  

Keep a prayer on your 

lips and love in your 

hearts at all times.  Be a 

beaconñallow your light 

to shine at all times.  

 

God bless, 

Gwendolyn Terrell 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY  

The St. Paul United Methodist Church Membership Directory is being updated and readied 

for printing.  Please take the opportunity to stop by the table in the hallway to review your 

personal information and provide appropriate updates.  A member of the Communications 

team will be available to assist you after each service for the next few Sundays.  You may 

also stop by the church office during office hours or call the Administrative Office at 301 -

567-4433 or e -mail admin@stpumcmd.org to update your information.  

Help us keep accurate, up to date contact information.  

Thank you,  

Communications Team  



ñDo not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind .  Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will 

isðhis good, pleasing and perfect will.ò   

(Romans 12:2, New International Version)  

 

MAY SPIRITUAL FORMATION CLASSES  

 

MONDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  

Complete schedule and class descriptions on our web site: 

www.stpumcmd.org 

Register online or contact Minister Deborah Johnson to register in person 

 

 

PRAISE PARTY!!!  Save the date to party with us in Vacation Bible School 

ð  July 26-30, 2010.  We will praise God while we worship with Head, Heart, Hands, 

Feet and Soul 
 

 

How can you get involved?  Contact Minister Johnson @ 301 567 4433 or by email 
djohnson@stpumcmd.org .   
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION  

PLEASE NOTE:   

The Beacon will not be published in June 2010.  

 Look for a great new issue in July!  

mailto:djohnson@stpumcmd.org
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St. Paulõs Pre-Pentecost Celebration will 

be led by Reverend Candace M. Lewis on 

Sunday, May 16 .  Reverend Lewis will 

preach at the 7:45 and 11:00 am worship 

services.   

In full time ministry for fourteen years, 

Reverend Lewis  is an excellent teacher 

and preacher of Godõs word.  She cur-

rently serves as a New Church Strategist 

with Path1 New Church Starts at the 

General Board of Discipleship in Nash-

ville, TN.  As a strategist, she seeks to 

resource Annual Conferences and new 

church planters with best practices in 

starting new churches.  Candace is an 

Ordained Elder in the Florida Annual 

Conference of the United Methodist 

Church and  the founding Pastor of the 

New Life Community UMC, where she 

served from 1997 ð 2009  in Jacksonville, 

Florida.  As a new church Pastor the 

church started in June 1997 with  seven 

persons and in 11 years the congregation 

has grown to over 200 members. In the 

9th  year, New Life moved from leasing 

shopping center space to purchasing and  

owning church property on 6 acres which 

includes a sanctuary, youth building, 

office space, classrooms, fellowship hall 

and room for growth and expansion.  In 

2003 they started the Village Child De-

velopment Center and Christian Acad-

emy caring for over eighty children daily 

ranging from infants to five year olds in 

addition to creating over 15 full and part 

time jobs in the community.  God has 

given New Life a vision, and mission, 

and ministries to help reach the next 

generation for Jesus Christ.   

Rev. Lewis received her undergraduate 

degree from the University of Florida, 

majoring in Speech Communications, in 

1990.  Upon graduation she was awarded 

the Distinguished Outstanding Female 

Student Leader Award for excellent ser-

vice in leadership while at the University 

of Florida.  

The call to ministry came when she was 

twenty -two years old and she obediently 

followed God, accepted the call and en-

rolled in Gammon Theological Seminary 

in Atlanta, Georgia to begin preparation. 

Four years later, she received the Master 

of Divinity degree with a concentration 

in Pastoral Care and Counseling.  In 

1996, she traveled to South Africa and 

Zimbabwe to participate in a Biblical 

Studies Tour. In 1999, she traveled to 

London, England to participate in the 

John Wesley Study tour. In June 2000, 

she participated in the Harvard Divinity 

Schoolõs Summer Leadership Institute on 

Faith based Community Economic Devel-

opment. In May 2001, she preached in 

Nassau at the Bahamas Conference of 

the Methodist Church. In March of 2002, 

she traveled to Hong Kong, China as part 

of a Deliverance Ministry Team. In 2005 

she traveled to Accra, Ghana in West 

Africa as a part of a mission ministry 

team.  In 2004 and 2008 she was elected 

by her peers to serve as a delegate to the 

General and Southeastern Jurisdictional 

Conferences of the United Methodist 

Church.   

Currently, she is pursing a Doctorate in 

Ministry degree and is enrolled at the 

Wesley Theological Seminary in Wash-

ington, DC.   Candace enjoys spending 

time with family and friends, reading, 

listening to music, travel and meeting 

new people.  God has given her a power-

ful message to the body of Christ, which 

she delivers under the power and anoint-

ing of the Holy Spirit.  

CHURCH GROWTH STRATEGIST TO PREACH AT ST. PAUL  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!!   

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE ñ10:00 A.M. ñSUNDAY, MAY 30, 2010  
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St. Paul United Methodist Women 

 

Celebrating 30th Anniversary of the  

Women in White Worship and Pledge Service 
 

òTogether . . . Solid As A Rockó 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Featuring a religious drama with original musical score, that 
is witty, poignant and all -around entertaining  

 commemorating the members of St. Paul  
 

Sunday, May 16, 2010 

4:00 p.m. 

 

St. Paul @ Oxon Hill 

6634 St. Barnabas Road 

Oxon Hill, Maryland  20745 

 

Reverend Dr. Rodney T. Smothers 

Senior Pastor 
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St. Paul United Methodist Women  

invite  

All St. Paul Women, Female Youth and Friends  

to the  

Washington East District United Methodist Women  

Annual Prayer Breakfast  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 15, 2010  

St Paul United Methodist Church  

Registration 8:00 a.m.           Breakfast 9:00 a.m.  

$7.00 per person 

 

Speaker 

Christine Kumar, Project Manager  

Baltimore Washington Conference of the United Methodist Church  

 

For information and registration contact:  

Linda McNeil 301 -839-5482 or Rhutelia Black 301 -423-4321 

 

Registration Deadline:  May 2, 2010  

Make checks payable to St. Paul United Methodist Women  
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      Shirley Harris, Chairperson  

I stated in my first message that every member of the church is a part of this ministry.  I hope that all have  been work-

ing hard to invite others to St. Paul; to go out of your way to welcome visitors, and to continue to nurture one another.  

The first four months were busy evaluating programs, providing the service of hospitality, extending a warm welcome to 

our overnight guests, setting aside an opportunity to meet and greet our new members, and continuing support of our 

grieving and  bereaved families.  We did a good job, but there is always a need for all of us to do more.  

A special thanks to January, February, March and April birthday months for providing for the fellowship hours every 

Sunday after both worship services.  So all May birthday persons, your captain will need your support and help to pro-

vide for the fellowship hour after services in May.  

Things to Do (all members):  

¶ Greet three people you donõt know well each Sunday. 

¶ Invite someone to church with you.  

¶ Serve in a ministry.  

¶ Join a Bible study class and/or attend Sunday School.  

¶ Attend one of the Grief and Bereavement seminars this year.  

¶ Call a member you havenõt seen in a while. 

¶ Be                           in your faith walk and show hospitality to others.  

òWelcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.ó  Romans 15:17 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE                                             Minister Cecelia Logan  

On April 10, 2010, Pastor Smoth-

ers opened the Grief and Be-

reavement Seminar by taking us 

to one spiritual foundation of 

Godõs promise to attend to the 

grief in our lives, John 16:22 òSo 

with you: Now is your time of 

grief, but I will see you again and 

you will rejoice, and no one will 

take away your joy.ó  Pastor spoke 

to those present about the process 

and feelings one experiences as 

they grieve:  anger, even anger at 

God; depression; bargaining; de-

nial and isolation; and finally, 

acceptance.  Those present were 

given an opportunity to express 

their struggles and victories as 

they mourn their loved one who is 

united with the Lord.  

The importance of òletting go and 

letting Godó was explored.  Pastor 

also discussed the process for all 

present as to when to call the 

pastorñ not just in time of strug-

gles, but also in times of celebra-

tion.  Minister Logan spent time 

with those present discussing the 

importance of planning and pre-

arranging for all the milestones 

in our lives.  We plan for gradua-

tions, baptisms, marriage, pur-

chase of a home and all those im-

portant events in our lives.  

Scripture tells us that Joseph of 

Arimathea prearranged and then 

loaned his tomb for the entomb-

ment of Jesus Christ.  So as 

Christians, letõs take the opportu-

nity and make the financial in-

vestment and arrange today.  

Lock in todayõs costs. 

Other important information and 

resources discussed were the im-

portance of securing a will, living 

will, dual power of attorney, 

benefits for veterans, accessing 

Social Security Administration 

resources and debunking the 

myth of insurance policies.  

Another session on òGrief and Be-

reavementó is being planned.  

Please keep looking in the bulle-

tin and the newsletter for details.  
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SPORT EVENT WITH BISHOP SCHOL  

 

Bishop Schol sent the following e -mail appeal:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 23, 2010          

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

As you are aware, the Baltimore -Washington Conference is gearing up for, Be a Buzzer Beater, an 

important special event on June 12 at the Verizon Center in Washington DC that will allow us to 

purchase bed nets for Zimbabwe while uniting together in a way that allows us to stop the clock on 

malaria and help our brothers and sisters in need.  

Together, we have the power to make a difference. I am asking that each of you do your part to help 

us come together for this cause. Encourage members within your congregation and community to 

attend the event. For those who are not able to attend, we ask that they prayerfully consider pur-

chasing tickets for others to attend on their behalf. This is an important ministry and mission and I 

invite you to join us.  

At Be a Buzzer Beater, attendees will:  

Å Purchase a bed net for Zimbabwe just by attending the event; 

Å Learn about malaria and how Nothing But Nets has saved lives with The United Nations Foun-

dation guest speaker, Elizabeth McKee Gore;  

Å Join in learning how to be a leader in this ministry in a unique seminar setting;  

Å Listen to the motivational wisdom of Christian motivational speaker and former Miss New Jer-

sey, Vanessa Baker;  

Å Join in praise and worship lead by Urban Street Level; 

Å Enjoy the WNBA Washington Mystics as they take on the New York Liberties in the company of 

fellow disciples who are also engaged in this mission.  

I thank God for all you have done for this ministry in the past. However, there are still families in 

Zimbabwe in need of bed nets. Our goal for this event is to have 2,000 people from around the Balti-

more-Washington Conference attend ñwhich means we will be able to send 2,000 bed nets to Zim-

babwe. Letõs all become Buzzer Beaters to continue to help in this great ministry.  

To purchase tickets and learn more about Be a Buzzer Beater, please visit 

www.bwcumc.org/buzzerbeater .  

Keep the faith!  

 

John Schol  
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Weõre so proud of our graduating hard working young adults this time of year.   

If you have not already done so, please inform those worthy individuals about our  

 BWC Scholarship Awards. Applications are available in the main lobby of the  

conference center, or you may visit our website www.bwcumc.org in the Resources  

 section for further information.  Applications are due June 14.  

 

                                   CLASS OF 2010  

Itõs Graduation 
Time!!!!  

Itõs Graduation 
Time!!!!  


